








Built at $1.50/sq.ft by 12 barefoot architects in 3 years









The first barefoot solar engineer of India: fully solar electrified the campus 

between 1986 and 2000

















76 Women solar Engineers trained from 16 States of India









By managing to work at night the Barefoot College has managed to 
provide several hundred women income from sale of handicrafts



About $ 100,000 annual sales benefitting women in the desert 











225 Night Schools in 6 States attended by 7,000 children out of which 
5,500 are girls-all lit by solar lanterns









Location of Dam

The 300 hectare Korseena Hill in the Aravalli Hill Range 

provided an ideal location.



In the Mughal time, a dam had been built in the same location 

out of lime and stone, local materials. 

The dam is estimated to be over 300 years old and would 

have been the only freshwater source in the area.
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Construction of Dam

View January 11th, 2009



View July 23rd, 2009

Water Level: 19 ft. Liters: 16.84 million Liters 



RECHARGED:

106 HAND PUMPS

36 OPEN WELLS

31 PONDS



As of July 23rd, 2010, 14 ft of water (11.67 million Liters) had 

percolated into the soil, recharging the many hand pumps, 

open wells and ponds in the area.  



Duration of 

construction: 14 

months

Impact of Dam

Days of labour 

generated: 2,899

Days of skilled labour 

generated: 297



Directly benefits: 20 villages, 13,874 people and 

79,850 livestock.

Indirectly benefits: over 100,000 people and 200,000 

livestock.



Additionally, 106 hand pumps, 36 open wells and 31 

ponds were recharged in the 20 villages.



Between 2004 and 2009 the barefoot approach has reached almost all the 
Least Developed Countries in the Continent of Africa



The very poor in Africa use these wick lamps called by many names in different 
countries



Tadoba(Uganda): Kibatari(Tanzania): Mesreya(Sudan): Fanos(Djibouti): 
Percolo(Chad): Fetila (Niger) 





SALKA-52  Years  Old. Grandmother 



Dossou Konate- the first 54 year old grandmother solar 
engineer of Senegal





Millennium village

$ 2 million each per village over 5 years








